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SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF ROBERT W. WOOD, M.D. 

By John Ward Dean, A.M. 
Presented to the Association at its Annual Meeting, Feb. 10, 1893. 



Robert Williams Wood, an officer and benefactor of the American 
Statistical Association, died at his residence in Jamaica Plain, Boston, 
Mass., on the 4th day of January, 1892, in the eighty-ninth year of 
his age. He was the second son of Capt. Joseph and Mrs. Betsey 
(Williams) Wood, of Stow, Mass., where he was born April 22, 1803. 
In 1808, when he was about six years old, the family removed to 
Augusta, Maine. Here Robert received his early education at the 
public schools. His father inherited a moderate fortune, but was 
unfortunate and lost it, so that Robert from an early age was forced 
to depend upon his own exertions for his support. When he first 
conceived the idea of obtaining an education he asked his mother's 
advice. She told him she could not advise him in this matter. Others 
had obtained an education under similar circumstances, and if he dare 
venture she advised him to undertake it. He did venture, prepared 
himself for college, and entered Waterville College, now Colby Uni- 
versity. While pursuing his studies here he taught a district school 
to obtain money to pay his expenses. He was graduated in 1829, 
and left college little in debt. 

After graduating at Waterville he began the study of medicine at 
Augusta, Me., under the instruction of Dr. Cyrus Briggs of that town. 
He then attended three courses of lectures at the Medical School of 
Maine connected with Bowdoin College, Brunswick. Subsequently 
he went to Boston, Mass., and attended medical lectures there. In 
1832 he completed his studies and received the degree of M.D. from 
Bowdoin College. 

He took him a wife from a family in good standing in Machias, 
where he had taught school while in college. He began the practice 
of medicine at Aurora, Me., and was successful in his profession. The 
next year a physician was wanted in Orono in the same state in the 
vicinity of Bangor. Dr. Wood removed there and established a good 
practice. Here he resided till 1838, when he sailed for the Hawaiian 
Islands. His sister, Charlotte Augusta, wife of William Coffin Little, 
had preceded him, and the accounts she gave of the delightful climate 
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induced him to try his fortunes there. He sailed from Boston on the 
20th of October, 1838, and arrived at Honolulu on the 6th of April 
in the following year. He resumed immediately the practice of his 
profession. By appointment of the United States Consul, he was for 
ten years, from 1839 to 1849, physician of the hospital for American 
seamen at Honolulu. Having a mortgage on a sugar estate in the 
Island of Kauai, which had not been successful, he was obliged to give 
his personal attention to it, in order to save his property. For the 
purpose of becoming acquainted with the best mode of sugar raising, 
he made a visit to the plantations of Louisiana. For twenty years he 
was engaged in raising sugar-cane and the manufacture of sugar, in 
which he was a pioneer. He was the first person that was financially 
successful in the introduction of this industry into the Hawaiian 
Islands. He afterwards bought another estate on the island of Maui, 
and carried on both of the plantations till after his return to the United 
States in 1866. He withdrew from this business soon after, and from 
all business a few years later. 

From 1872 till his death he resided at Jamaica Plain. The same 
year that he took up his residence here, 1872, he was elected a fellow 
of the American Statistical Association, of which his wife's uncle, 
Edward Jarvis, M.D., had been for many years president. He took 
much interest in the institution, and in 1873 he was chosen librarian, 
which office he held till 1883, when he was succeeded by Davis R. 
Dewey, Ph.D., the present librarian and secretary of the Association. 
He was counsellor from 1889 to 1890; a member of the publication 
committee from 1883 to 1888; and of the library committee from 
1878 to 1887. He was also a member of the Hawaiian Club of Boston. 
This club, at its annual meeting, held on the 27th day of January, a 
few weeks after his death, appointed a committee, of which the Hon. 
James W. Austin, who was acquainted with Dr. Wood in Honolulu, 
was chairman, to convey to the family their sense of the loss they had 
sustained by his death. In their communication they say: "He was 
one of our original members, and one of our most valued associates. 
His presence was always most welcome at our meetings. He en- 
deavored to advance the interests of the club, and to promote its pros- 
perity. We recognize his many estimable qualities as a man, and his 
faithfulness and loyalty as a friend. In the fulness of years he has 
left us after a life well spent in good and faithful service." 
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Dr. Wood married on the 4th of June, 1833, Delia, daughter of 
Samuel A. Morse, of Madison, Maine, for many years Collector of 
the United States Customs for the port of Machias, Maine, and after- 
wards at Eastport, in the same state. He married, secondly, on the 
31st of October, 1864, Lucy Jane, daughter of Charles W. Davis, of 
Concord, Mass., by whom he had one son, Robert Williams Wood, Jr., 
born May 2, 1868. His widow is still living at Jamaica Plain, Mass., 
and his son is a graduate student and Honorary Fellow at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. 

During his lifetime he was a liberal donor to the American Statis- 
tical Association. Other societies were also partakers of his wealth. 
At his death this Association received a bequest of three thousand 
dollars. Seventeen other educational, religious, charitable, and scien- 
tific institutions were remembered in his will, the aggregate amount 
of his public bequests being seventy thousand dollars. 

He lived to a ripe old age, but was blessed with health and mental 
vigor in a remarkable degree. The death, even at an advanced age, 
of such a man, whose sterling integrity, good sense, and practical 
knowledge of affairs fitted him so well to be a useful member of society, 
and whose kindness of heart made him always a ready helper of his 
fellow-men, may be regarded as a loss to the community as well as to 
his relatives and friends. By this society his loss is especially felt. 
He was always ready to perform the duty assigned him, and to work 
unselfishly for the welfare of the Association. 

In 1885 Dr. Wood prepared for the Statistical Association a Memo- 
rial of Edward Jarvis, M.D., who died October 31, 1884, at the age of 
eighty-one, and who had held the office of president of the Associa- 
tion for upwards of thirty years. The paper was read at the annual 
meeting, January 16, 1885, and was printed as an octavo pamphlet of 
21 pages. Dr. Wood was also a contributor to various periodicals. 



